In bringing this paper before the Society, I am anxious to take the opinion of the members on one special question, viz., Whether We reply that the point is undecided; that the disorder does not seem to have had a contagious origin, and therefore it is probable that, in its turn, it is not a contagious malady : but if we are considerate men, and honest men, we admit, at the same time, the scantiness of our knowledge, and we guard our hopeful prognosis by recommending that the safe side be taken; that if any susceptible persons, especially children, be present, they be kept away from the sick, or be removed altogether to a distance; and that certain hygienic or preventive measures be afterwards followed up, which shall destroy even the fear of extension.
It happens often that our cautious advice is followed, and that the extension of the disease, as an assumed spreading disease, is apparently stopped at the onset. We are satisfied u with the result then, even though the measures we have suggested may, in our own minds, have been rather prudentially negative, than a mixture of measles and of scarlet fever."
The epidemic appeared to be contagious in its character.
Propositions.
In considering the disease I have specially described, we must assign to it one of these positions.
1. It is a disease holding place between measles and scarlet fever, simulating both, but distinct of itself.
2. Or, it is a disease compounded of the two diseases, measles and scarlet fever.
3. Or, it is an imperfectly recognized form of scarlet fever. 4. Or, it is another disease, simulating scarlet fever, but distinct from it.
As regards the first of these propositions, I am inclined to discard it. I do not believe that between scarlet fever and measles there is any specific spreading communicable disease that remains unrecognised. it may continue until it terminates in death.
It is probably excited, in the stomach, by the irregular digestion of some particular forms of food, which yield in the digestive process products of the fixed organic acid type, which products are absorbed from the canal into the blood.
From the disease not being contagious, and from the fact that it arises in the body from previous malassimilation, I have named it Rosalia Idiopathica.
